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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Art Unit: 2609 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tsujimoto, (US 2005/0111015). 

Regarding Claim 1: 

A digital camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate (2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a printer (2702 
in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) comprising: 
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reception means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for receiving information 
associated with a function of the printer from the printer; and 

a user interface (See Print Set Input Operating Unit 2817 in Figure 28) for, when 
the printer has a function of automatically detecting a paper size ([0402]), notifying a 
user that the printer has that function ([0415]). 

Regarding Claim 2: 

A digital camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate ( 2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a printer (2702 
in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) comprising: 

reception means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for receiving information 
associated with a function of the printer from the printer; and 

a user interface (See Print Set Input Operating Unit 2817 in Figure 28) for, when 
the printer has a function of automatically detecting a paper type ([0402]), notifying a 
user that the printer has that function ([041 5]). 

Regarding Claim 3: 

A digital camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate ( 2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a printer (2702 
in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) comprising: 

reception means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for receiving information 
associated with a function of the printer from the printer; and 
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a user interface (See Print Set Input Operating Unit 2817 in Figure 28) for, when 
the printer has functions of automatically detecting paper size and type ([0402]), 
notifying a user that the printer has these functions ([041 5]). 

Regarding Claim 4: 

A printer (2702 in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate (2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a digital 
camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28), comprising: 

paper size detection means for automatically detecting a paper size ([0402]),; 

and 

transmission means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for transmitting information 
indicating that said printer has a function of automatically detecting the paper size to the 
digital camera. 

Regarding Claim 5: 

A printer (2702 in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate (2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a digital 
camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28), comprising: 

paper type detection means for automatically detecting a paper type ([0402]); 

and 

transmission means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for transmitting information 
indicating that said printer has a function of automatically detecting the paper type to the 
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digital camera. 

Regarding Claim 6: 

A printer (2702 in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28) which can directly 
communicate (2703 in Figure 27 and 2803 in Figure 28 and [0396]) with a digital 
camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28), comprising: 
paper size detection means for automatically detecting a paper size ([0402]); 

paper type detection means for automatically detecting a paper type ([0402]) and ; 
transmission means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for transmitting information 

indicating that said printer has functions of automatically detecting the paper size and 

type to the digital camera. 

Regarding Claim 7: 

An image input apparatus (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28) which can 
directly communicate with an image output apparatus (2702 in Figure 27 and 2802 in 
Figure 28), comprising: 

reception means ([0395] , [0400] , and [0404]) for receiving information 
associated with a function of the image output apparatus from the image output 
apparatus; and 

a user interface ([0415]) for, when it is determined based on the information that 
the need for selection of a paper size is obviated, advising a user accordingly. 
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Regarding Claim 8: 

The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said user interface inhibits the user 
from selecting the paper size. 

Regarding Claim 9: 

The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the image output apparatus has a 
function of automatically detecting the paper size ([0402]). 

Regarding Claim 10: 

The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said user interface notifies the user 
that the image output apparatus has a function of automatically detecting the paper size 
([0402]). 

Regarding Claim 11: 

The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said image input apparatus is a 
digital camera (2701 in Figure 27 and 2801 in Figure 28). 

Regarding Claim 12: 

The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the image output apparatus is a 
printer (2702 in Figure 27 and 2802 in Figure 28). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ozawa et al. (US 2003/0016378) discloses image processing 
system which can print an image sensed by the digital camera using the printing 
apparatus without the intervention of any computer, and a digital camera and printing 
apparatus suitable for the image processing system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neil R. McLean whose telephone number is 571. 
270.1679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30AM- 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Liu Shuwang can be reached on 571 .272.3036. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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